
Vendor Guidelines for materials’ classification for Paper & Product Packaging 

  

Type Material Description Definition 

Paper 
Products 

Paper for General Use and Other 
Paper 

Loose paper materials supplied to consumers. Paper can be coated, 
glossy or non-glossy.  
Note: This category is suitable for user or set-up manuals, promotional inserts or 
warranty cards included with product. 

   

Paper 
Packaging 

Kraft Paper 
Non-laminated bleached or unbleached kraft paper packaging. 
Note: Report laminated Kraft paper packaging as Laminate Paperboard. 

Laminate Paperboard 

Single or double-sided coated or laminated rigid paperboard or moulded 
fibre packaging. Material has been coated or bonded with a thin layer of 
plastic or foil to enhance its barrier properties. 
Note: Excludes wax coated paperboard which should be reported under 
Other Paper and Paperboard Packaging. 

Laminate Paper 

Polycoated or laminated paper coated or bonded with a thin layer of 
plastic or foil to enhance its barrier properties. Also includes packaging 
that is primarily plastic but contains any percentage of paper lamination. 
Note: Excludes wax coated paper which should be reported under Other 
Paper and Paperboard Packaging. 

Aseptic Containers 
Multi-layered packaging used to preserve liquids. Made using a 
combination of paperboard, polyethylene and foil.  

Corrugated Container 
Multi-layered paper board and fiber which may have one or more layers 
of corrugation. 

Paperboard and Moulded Fibre 

Single-layered, non-laminated paperboard and fibre board with no 
corrugation. Paperboard is a thick, rigid paper material used for cartons 
and boxes. Moulded pulp packaging is shaped fibre used for protective 
packaging, trays, or containers. 

Other Paper and Paperboard 
Packaging 

All paper, moulded fibre, or paperboard packaging excluded from other 
categories, including materials coated in wax or containing plastic/metal 
closures, dispensers, or attachments. 

Non-Conventional Materials 
Any non-conventional materials not listed above, including alternative 
fibre packaging (non-wood plant-based fibres such as bamboo, wheat, 
straw, hemp, etc.), textiles (natural or synthetic), cork, or wood. 

   

Steel 
Packaging 

Steel Aerosol Containers Steel aerosol containers that are at least 50% steel by weight. 

Steel Containers Containers that are more than 50% by weight of steel or other metal. 

   

Aluminum 
Packaging 

Aluminum Aerosol Containers Aluminum aerosol containers that are at least 95% by weight aluminum. 

Aluminum Containers and 
Packaging 

Rigid or semi-rigid packaging made primarily from aluminum used to 
contain, protect, or present products. 

   

Glass 
Packaging 

Glass Packaging 

Clear, coloured, or serigraphic glass containers that are 50% or more 
glass by weight.  
Note: Excludes Pyrex, ceramics, or crystal which should be reported 
under Ceramic & Porcelain. 

Ceramic & Porcelain 
Ceramic and porcelain packaging made from fired clay materials, 
including earthenware, stoneware, and porcelain, used to contain, 
protect, or present products. 
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Rigid Plastic 
Packaging 

Clear, Transparent Blue or 
Green PET Thermoform 
Container 

Clear, transparent blue or transparent green mono-material PET 
thermoform containers such as trays or clamshells. May display resin 
code #1. 

Colour/Opaque PET 
Thermoform Container 

Coloured or opaque mono-material PET thermoform containers such 
as trays or clamshells. Pigments have been added to create distinct 
colours or block transparency. May display resin code #1. 

Other PET Rigid Packaging PET packaging that is excluded from other categories due to format, multi-
material construction (such as PET/EVOH or PET/PE), barrier layer, foamed or 
expanded PET, or uses a non-PET full shrink sleeve. 

PVC/PVCD Rigid Packaging Rigid PVC (Polyvinyl Chloride/Polyvinylidene Chloride) plastic 
containers and packaging, regardless of if clear, transparent, opaque, 
or colored. May display resin code #3. 

PP Rigid Packaging Rigid mono-material PP (Polypropylene) plastic regardless of if clear, 
transparent, opaque, or colored. May display resin code #5. 

Other PP Rigid Packaging Multi-material rigid PP packaging with full shrink sleeves and expanded PP 
foam packaging used for cushioning or insulation.  

PLA and Other Degradable 
Rigid Packaging 

Non-certified compostable, biodegradable, and oxo-degradable rigid plastics. 
Including PLA (polylactic acid), PHA (polyhydroxyalkanoates) and PHB (poly-3-
hydroxybutyrate) polymers. 

Certified Compostable Rigid 
Plastic Packaging 

All certified compostable rigid plastic packaging. Must include applicable 
certification standard shown below. 

Accepted Compostable 
Certification Standards 

Acceptable standards include: CAN/BNQ 0017-088: Specifications for 
Compostable Plastics; ISO 17088: Specifications for compostable plastics; 
ASTM D6400: Standard Specification for Labeling of Plastics Designed to be 
Aerobically Composted in Municipal or Industrial Facilities; ASTM D6868: 
Standard Specification for Labeling of End Items that Incorporate Plastics and 
Polymers as Coatings or Additives with Paper and Other Substrates Designed 
to be Aerobically Composted in Municipal or Industrial Facilities; or EN 13432: 
Requirements for packaging recoverable through composting and 
biodegradation -Test scheme and evaluation criteria for the final acceptance of 
packaging. 

Expanded Polystyrene All forms of expanded polystyrene (EPS) packaging for non-food uses  
May display resin code #6. 
Examples: foam shells for protection of items, packing peanuts, 
custom molded inserts. 

PS Rigid Packaging Mono-material non-expanded polystyrene (PS) packaging, including 
coloured and transparent packaging. May display resin code #6. 
 

Other Plastic Packaging All forms of rigid plastic packaging including #1 PET, #2 HDPE, #4 LDPE, and #7 
(Other), and other plastics that are not included in any of the other plastic 
subcategories. Also includes non-coded plastics. May display resin code #1, #2, 
#4, #7. 
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Flexible 
Plastic 

Packaging 

LDPE/HDPE Transparent 
Flexible Packaging 

Clear or transparent flexible packaging, film or bags containing a 
minimum of 90% LDPE, LLDPE, HDPE (Low Density, Linear Low-
Density, High-Density Polyethylene) or combinations thereof.  
May display resin code #2 or #4. 
Examples: Shrink wrap, liners or plastic bags which are not retail 
shopping bags. 

LDPE/HDPE Opaque Flexible 
Packaging 

Opaque flexible packaging, film or bags containing a minimum of 
90% LDPE, LLDPE, HDPE (Low Density, Linear Low-Density, High-
Density Polyethylene) or combinations thereof.  
May display resin code #2 or #4. 
Examples: Shrink wrap, liners or plastic bags which are not retail 
shopping bags. 

PVC/PVCD Flexible Packaging Flexible PVC (Polyvinyl Chloride/Polyvinylidene Chloride) plastic 
packaging, regardless of if clear, transparent, opaque, or colored. 
May display resin code #3.  

PP Flexible Packaging Clear or opaque flexible packaging, film, or bags containing a 
minimum of 90% PP (Polypropylene). 
May display resin code #5. 

Multi-Material and Other 
Flexible Packaging 

Flexible plastic packaging that does not fit into other flexible plastic 
categories—such as materials with multi-material construction, expanded or 
foamed formats, degradable additives, unknown multi-layer compositions, or 
flexible PET—should be reported in this category. 
Note: This category excludes flexible packaging laminated with paper. Those 
materials must be reported under the Laminated Paper category. 

PLA and Other Degradable 
Flexible Packaging 

Non-certified compostable, biodegradable, and oxo-degradable flexible 
plastics. Including PLA (polylactic acid), PHA (polyhydroxyalkanoates) and PHB 
(poly-3-hydroxybutyrate) polymers. 

Certified Compostable 
Flexible Plastic Packaging 

All certified compostable flexible plastic packaging. Must include applicable 
certification standard shown below. 

Accepted Compostable 
Certification Standards 

Acceptable standards include: CAN/BNQ 0017-088: Specifications for 
Compostable Plastics; ISO 17088: Specifications for compostable plastics; 
ASTM D6400: Standard Specification for Labeling of Plastics Designed to be 
Aerobically Composted in Municipal or Industrial Facilities; ASTM D6868: 
Standard Specification for Labeling of End Items that Incorporate Plastics and 
Polymers as Coatings or Additives with Paper and Other Substrates Designed 
to be Aerobically Composted in Municipal or Industrial Facilities; or EN 13432: 
Requirements for packaging recoverable through composting and 
biodegradation -Test scheme and evaluation criteria for the final acceptance of 
packaging. 

  

Note: This guide has been developed by Best Buy, for the convenience of our partners to complement the Best Buy SKU setup forms. For a 

comprehensive classification guide; please visit the Circular Materials website Materials Tool for BC, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Nova Scotia, 

New Brunswick, Yukon and Ontario programs; or the EEQ website Materials Guide for Quebec. 

  

https://rrallianceservices.com/materialstool/
https://www.eeq.ca/en/for-companies/fee-structure/materials-guide/
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Examples:  
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